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53 j. iJ^e flange o£ the female groamiet bae an annular 

54 eolicavlty surrounding the tuba portion of the 
female grommet; and 

wbere^ tb© flange of tbe female groznmet has a 
57 pluralitV of radial, circunrf erentially spaced 

stiffenin^Vrlbs formed in the concavity between 
the tube portion and the outer peripheral portion 
of the female g^oBDnst. 



55 
56 



58 
59 
60 



REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application, aa 
amended, is respectfully re<iuested. 

The rejection of Claims 1, 2, 7, 9-11, 14-16 and 21 
under 35 U.S.C. 5 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kasai 
in view of Frano is respectfully traversed. 

The rejection states that tbe female gronnaet of Kasai 
has an outer tube portion adapted to be inserted into a 
hole formed in the fabric, relying upon column 3, lines 36- 
48 of Kasai. Nothing of the sort is taught or suggested by 
Kasai. In Kasai the female member is a seat pla^e 6. This 
plate has no outer tube portion. Indeed, such an outer 
tube portion would be contra-indicated, for two reasons. 
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Firsts the male meinber of Kasai has a truhQ portion 
that fits in a circular hole in the fabric 12. The hole 
has a diameter slightly smaller than the outer diameter of 
the cylindrical portion 2 of the male meznber 1. See column 
3, lines 36-42 » There is no room in the hole for an outer 
tube portion of the plate 6. 

Second/ the female member is dearly intended to be 
merely a plate . The projections 4a of the male member 
cooperate with engaging portions 8 on the seat plate 6 
below the fabric 12 ^ and the grooves 9 impart resilient 
flexibility to the engaging portions 8 of the plate below 
the fabric 12. See colunm 3, lines 28-30. 

There is no basis in the prior arc for the proposed 
combination of the teachings of Frano with the teachings of 
Kasai. Indeed, as is evident from the foregoing discussion 
of Kasai, the intended operation of the eyelet assembly of 
Kasai would be destroyed if the female plate had an outer 
tube portion as taught by Frano. Accordingly, independent 
Claim 1 and the claims dependent thereon should be allowed. 

Claim 7 recites that a flange of one of the grommets 
has an annular concavity surroimding the txibe portion of 
that grommet, and Claim 10 recites that tihe flange of the 
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female grommet has an »T.T,„iai> concavity gurroimdina the 
tube portion o£ the female gronnaet. 

With regard to Claiois 7 and 10, the rejection states 
that Kasai includes annular concavity portions 9 
surrounding the outer tube portion of the female grommet. 
As stated earlier, in Kasai the female plate 6 bae no outer 
tube portion. Furthermore, the grooves 9 in the female 
plate of Kasai are not annular, and there is no annular 
concavity surrounding any tube portion of the plate 6 of 
Kasai. The male member 1 of Kasai has a tube portion, but 
there is no annular concavity surrounding that tube 
portion. 

Independent Claim 15 recites that the flange of the 
female grommet has an annular concavity surrounding the 
tube portion and facing the mat and that a portion of the 
mat is received in the concavity of the female grommet. It 
is apparent from the foregoing discussion vis-a-vis Claims 
X, 7, and 10, that Claim 15 distinguishes patentably from 
Kasai and Prano. Purthermore, it is apparent from Fig. 6 
of Kasai that the fabric 12 is not received in the grooves 
9 of the plate 6. Accordingly, Claim 15 and the claims 
dependent thereon should be allowed. 
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Claiias 3-6 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Kasai in view o£ Frano and further 
in view of Bailey. With regard to Claia 6, the rejection 
states that the male grommet of Kaaai Is made of a soft 
plastic and the female grommet: is made of a hard plastic 
and is deformahle. Claim 6 recites that the resin material 
Of each of the female and male grommets hae a low elastic 
modulus and is substantially deformable. The hard plastic 
material of the seat plate 6 of Kasai is distinguished from 
the soft plastic material of the eyelet: body 1 of Kasai, so 
both the female and male members of Kasai are not formed of 
a resin material having a low elastic modulus that is 
substantially deformable. 

Claims 8 and 17 were rejected under 35 U.S«C« 
S 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Kasai in view of Frano 
and further In view of Bell • Claim 8 recites that the 
flange of each grommet has an annular concavity surrounding 
the tube portion of that grommet. It is apparent from the 
foregoing discussion that the combination of Kasai and 
Frano is Inappropriate in the rejection of Claim 8. 
Furthermore, there is no basis for combining the teachings 
of Bell with the teachings of Kasai and Frano as proposed 
in the rejection. Clearly, there is no teaching or 
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suggestion in the prior art of the mat fastener of Claim 8, 
wherein the flange of each grommet has an annular concavity 
surrounding the tube portion of that groanmet. 

Claim 17 recites that the flange of the laale grommet 
has an annular concavity surrounding the txibo portion of 
the male grommet and facing the mat, and that the mat is 
sandwiched between the concavities of the grommets. There 
is no suggestion in Kasai and Frano of a male grommet 
having an annular concavity surrounding the tube portion of 
that grommet, and Bell does not compensate for the 
deficienoies of Kasai and Frano. 

■The rejection of Claim 17 alleges that the structural 
component 19 of Bell is received within an annular 
concavity. It is apparent from the drawings of Bell that 
this is no_t the case. Moreover, Claim 17 (incorporating 
the subject matter of base claim 15) requires that both the 
female grommet and the male grommet have an annular 
concavity surroxinding the tube portion of each grommet and 
that a portion of the mat is received in each concavity . 
See, e.g.. Pigs. 9-11 of Applicant's drawings. There is no 
basis whatsoever for combining the teachings of the 
references in any manner that would render the subject 
matter of Claim 17 obvious. 
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Claim 12, Which was merely objected to, has been 
rewritten in independent £orm. 

A marked-up copy of amended Claim 12 is attached. 
This application is now believed to be clearly in 
condition for allowance. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge to 
Deposit Aooount Mo. 50-1165 any fees under 37 C.F.R. §S 
1.16 and 1.17 that may be required by this paper and to 
credit any overpayment to that Account. If any extension 
of time is required in connection with the filing of this 
paper and haa not been requested separately, such extension 
is hereby requested. 

Respectfully Bubmitted, 



Nelson H. ShapAo 



NHS:liDbssjk - , 

Nelson H. ShapiT 

MileB & Stockbridge P-C. Reg. No. 17,095 

1751 Pinnacle Drive 

Suitie 500 

McLean^ Virginia 22102 
(703) 903-9000 

CERTIFICATE OP FACSIMILB TRANSMlSSICaj 

I hereby certify tliat this oorrespondence is being 
facsimile transmitted to the Uiciited States Patent and 
Trademark Office on June 24^ 2003* 




Nelson' Sha^Lro 
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Mar-ked-up Version of t^e Claim ; 

1 12. (Amended) [The mat fastener claimed in Claim 

2 10^1 A mat fastener for connection to a floor mat of an 

3 automobile Gomprlsingt 
4 

5 a- a male grommet made of a r esin material; 
6 

7 a female grommet made of a resin material; 
8 

9 c. the female groitimet havintf an out er tube portion 

10 having opposite open ends and a dapted to be 

11 inserted into a hole formed in t he floor mat; 

12 

13 d. the female grommet having a flang e formed at an 

14 outer periphery of one of the ends of _the oute_r 

15 tube portion and beinp adapted to b e in contact 

16 with one side surface of the mat, the outer tube 

17 portion projecting axiallv beyon d the flange of 

18 the female grommet for insertion in to the hole 

19 formed in the floor mat; 
20 

21 e. the male crrommet having an inner tube p ortion 

22 having opposite open ends and adapt ed to be 

23 inserted into the outer tube portion of the 

24 female grommet and a flange formed at an outer 

25 periphery of one of the ends of the in ner tube 

26 portion; 
27 
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28 f . the flange of the male gironmiet ad apted to be in 

29 contact with another side s urface of the mat; 

30 wherein : 
31 

32 each of the outer and Inner tu be portions is 

33 provided with an engagement mean g for coupling 

34 the female and male grommetg to ea ch other so 

35 that^ upon encrapement thereof, one of the, 

3g flanges of the grommets is adapted to be brought 

37 Into contact with one of t he side surfaces o_f 

38 the mat around the mat hole and th e other flange 

39 o£ the grannftets is adapted to be brought into 
4Q contact with the other side surface of the mat^ 
43^ whereby the mat fastener is fastene d to the mat 
42 with the mat sandwiched between th e flangeg; 

43 

44 one of the flanges of the m ale and female 

45 grommets has a larger outside d imension than 
4^ that of the other thereof;, 

47 

48 i, each of the flanges has an ou ter peripheral 

49 portion formed in a curve shape t o be directed 

50 toward the mat to allow each of the flanges to 

51 bite into the mat when the male a nd female 

52 prommets are coupled to e ach other by the 

53 engagement means; 
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54 j , the flange of tlife female grammet hag an annular 

55 concavity surrounding the t\ibe portion of the 

56 female qrommet; and 

57 wherein the flange of the female grommet has a 

58 plurality of radial, circumf erentially spaced stiffening 

59 ribs formed in the concavity between the tube portion and 

60 the outer peripheral portion of the feniale grommet » 
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